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Conclufion of the firft Volume of whom the news of the fufpen- 


the Magazine. 


HIS number, which is for 

the laft month in the year, 
will conclude the firft volume of 
the Magazine: a publication un- 
dertaken at a time when it was 
hoped the war would be of fhort 
continuance, and the money, 
which had continued to depreci- 
ate, would become of proper 
value. But thefe evils having 
Continued to exift through the 
whole year, it has been greatly 
dificult to carry on the publi- 
cation; and we fhall now be un- 
der the neceffity of fufpending it 
for fome time, until an eftabliih- 
ed peace, and a fixed value of 
the money, fhall render it con- 
venient or poffible to take it up 
again. 

The mufes and the graces, 
on hearing this will, no doubt, 
fhed tears. Jn the courfe of 
this pleafant work they have en- 
tertained others, and they have 
been entertained themfelves. All 
that we can fay to them is, that 
it may again revive, and they 
may be invited from their hills 
and their bowers on the moun- 
tain tops, to fip the nectar of our 
verfes. 

There is one fort of people to 


fion of this work will not be dif- 
agreeable; 1 mean thofe perfons 
who are difaffeéted to the caufe 
of America, ‘lhefe have been 
forely pricked and buffeted with 
the fharp points of whiggifm, 
which, like arrows from the great 
machines of Archimedes, have 
been darted out from it. ‘They 
have been forely injured by thefe 
points, and will be ready to be- 
lieve, that in the fufpenfion of 
the work is accomplifhed that 
prophefy of the Apocalypfe, And 
Satan fhall be bound a thoufand 
years. 

There is yet another clafs of 
men that will be fenfible of fome 
happinefs, now that the mouth 
of this publication is in a fair 
way to be, at length, clofed ; 
1 mean the people who inhabit 
the region of ftupidity, and cannot 
bear to have the tranquillity of 
their repofe difturbed by the vil- 
lainous jargon of a book. Read- 
ing is to them the worft of all 
torments, and | remember very 
well that at the commencement 
of the work, it was their lan- 
guage, Art thou come to torment 
us before the time. We willnow 
fay to them, Sleep on, and take 
your ref. 

No man of common philan- 
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tr ropy would chitfe to cive pain 
to i: nocent thouch ignorant fouls, 
when he has in his power to help 
it. Jt is but ceating to blow our 
flutes for a while, and the beafts 
will retire to their coverts, and 
be happy in the brown {lades of 
their own hills. 

Neverthelefs there are fome 
plea'ant fwains to whom our 
fi: tes were agreeable, and every 
month calling tor a new fong, 
they have given encouragement 
to prepare new mufic for their 
tate. We could with it had 
been inour power to have drawn 
forth more dulcet founds for the 
liftening ears of thefe happy men, 
and to have fhewn them by a rare 
touch of melody, that we had it 
in our hearts to do them honour. 
Such as it has been they have re- 
Cuived it, and it only remains 
for us to thank them for thcir 
condefcention in hearing us, and 
to love them for that degree of 
praife which they have vouch- 
fated to our performance, in 
which, good will at all times to 
the con monwealth oi Jetters has 
prevailed. 





4 curious Account of the King of 
Prufiia, with fome imtere/ting 
Anecdotes of that Macnarch. 


[From a View of Society and 
Manners, in France, Swit- 
zertand, and Germany. | 

V HEN we firft arrived at 
\ Potidam, there was no- 

thing I was fo eager to fee as the 

Prudiian troops at their exercife 5 

but the reviews at Berlin have 

coipleatly fatiated my curiofity . 


And though the gardens of the 
palace are juit oppofite to the 
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windows of our inn, T hardly 
ever go to look at the guards 
who are paraded there every tore. * 
noon. A few days ago, how- 
ever, I happened to take a very 
early walk about a mile out of 
town, and feeing feme foldiers 
under arms, in a ficld at a {mall 
diftance from the read, | went 
towards them. An officer on 
horfeback, whom | took to be 
the major, for he gave the word 
of command, was uncommonly 
active, and often rode among 
the ranks to reprimand or in- 
ftruét the common men When 
I came nearer i was much fur- 
prized to find that this was the 
King himfelf. He had his fwo.d 
drawn, and continued to exere 
cife the trocps for an hour after, 
He made them wheel, march, 
form the fquare, and fire by 
Givilions, and in platoons, obferv- 
ing all cheir motions with infinite 
attention; and, on account of 
fome blunder, put two officers 
of the prince of Pruffia’s regi- 
ment under an arreft. In fhort, 
he feemed to exert himfell with 
all the {piritof a young officer, 
eager to attra& the notice of his 
general by uncommon alertnefs, 
I exprefiea my furprize to an 
officer prefent, that the king was 
not willing to take fome repofe, 
particularly trom that kind of em- 
ployment 0. which he had had fo 
very much of late, and that he 
could take fo much pains with 
a mere handiu) of men immedi- 
ately alter he had come from exe 
erciling whole armies. 
his gentleman told me, that 
on this particular day, the king 
had been trying fome new ¢vo- 
lutions; but though this had not 
been the cafe, he might very 
pofibly have been in the field; 
for 
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for his maxim was, that his troops 
fhould difplay as much brifknefs 


. on acommon field day as it they 


were to enzage in battl ; and 
therefore it was never known 


. when he intended to be prefent, 


or when not; thatas for repofe, 
he took it between ten at night 
and four in the morn'ny, and his 
other hours were all devoted to 
action, either of body or mind, 
or both; and that the exercife he 
hal juft taken, was probably by 
way of relaxation after three 
hours previous labour in his ca- 
binet, 
he evening of the day on 
which i sad feen the king in the 
field, | was at Sans-Souci; for 
I with to negle& no opportunity 
of be ng prefent where this mo- 
narch is. | like to ftand near 
him, to hearjhim ‘peak, and to 
obferve his movements, att titudes, 
and moft indifferent actions, | He 
alwavs behaves with particular 
altability to the duke of Hamil- 
ton, One evening before the 
play began, his Grace and | were 
accidentally with count Finken- 
ftein, in a room adjoining to 
the great apartment where the 
company were. The king en- 
tered alone, when he was not 
expected, and immediately bezan 
a converfation with the duke. 
He afked feveral queitions re- 
lating, to the Britiih conttituti on; 
particularly at what age a peer 
could take his feat in parliament? 
When the duke re; plied at twenty 
one. It is evident from tha 
faid the king, that the Enolith 
patricians acquire the necetlary 
talents for leeiflation much foon- 
er than thofe of ancient Rome, 
who were not admitted inw the 


fenate till the age ot forty. 


He then enquired about the 





{tate of Lord Chatham’s health, 
and exprefled hich efteem for 
the character of that min:fter, He 
afked metf had eceived letters 
by the loft poft and if they mens 
tioned anv thing-ot the affuirs in 
America? He faid there were 
accounts from Holl nd, that the 
Enclith troops had been drivin 
fr m Bofton, and that the Ame- 
ricans were in noflefion of that 
place. [ told him ou letters in- 
formed us, that the army had 
left Bofton to make an attack 
with more effedt clfewhere. 

He fmiled and faid, «tf you will 
not allow the retreat to have 
besn an affair of neceffity, you 
will at lcaft admit that it was 
tout a fait apropos, 

He fail, he had heard that fme 
Britifh office:s had gone into the 
American fervice, and mention- 
ed col, Lee, whom he had feen 
athis court. He obferved, that 
it was a dificult thing to g@ vern 
rnen by force at fuch a diftance s 
that if the Americans fhouki be 
beaten, {till it would be next to 
inpoffible to continue to d aw 
from them a revenue by taxation 5 
that if we intended conciliaticn 
with America, fome of our ma- 
fures were too rough, and it we 


intended its fubjeétion, they were 


too gentle. He concluded by 
faving Enfin Meffieurs, je ne 
comorends pas ces chafe la, jen'at 
point de colante:- -j'e/pere que virus 
vous tirerez bien @uffaire, mats 
elle me paroit un pen epiner é. 
Having faid this, he walked into 
the princels? apartment to lead 
her into the play houle, «nd the 
duke of Hamilton and [| joined 
che company already affembled 
there, The tragedy ot Maho- 
med was performed, which, 
my Opinion, ts the finelt of all 
Voltaue’s 
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Voltaire’s dramatic pieces, and 
that in which Le Kain appears to 
the greateft advantage. 

The king of Pruffia is below 
the middle tize, well made, and 
remarkably aGive for his time of 
life. He has become hardy by 
exercife and a laborious life; for 
his conftitution originally feems 
to have been none of the ftrong- 
eft. His look announces fpirit 
and penetration. He has fine 
blue eyes; and, in my opinion, 
his countenance upon the whole 
is agreeable. Some who have 
feen him are of a different opini- 
on. All who judge from his 
portraits only muft be fo; for 
though I have feen many which 
have a little refemblance of him, 
and fome which havea great deal, 

et none of them do him juttice. 
His features acquire a wonderful 
degree of animation while he 
converfes.--- Uhis is intirely loft 
upon canvas, 

He ftoops confiderably, and 
inclines his head almoft conftant- 
ly to one fide. 

His tone of voice is the clear- 
eft and moft agreeable in conver- 
fation | ever heard. 

He fpeaks a great deal; yet 
thofe who hear him regret that 
he does not {peak a great deal 
more. His converfations are al- 
ways lively, very often juft, and 
few men pofle/s the talent of re- 
partee in greater perfection. 

He hardly ever varies his drefs, 
which confifts of a blue coat, lin- 
ed and faced with red, anda yel- 
low waiftcoat and breeches. He 
always wears boots with huflar 
tops, which fall in wrinkles about 
his ankles, and are oftener of a 
dark brown than a black colour. 

He wears a hat that would be 
thought extravagantly large in 
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England, though it is of 2 fize 
comers wore by the Pruffian 
officers of cavalry. He generally 
wears one of the large fide cor- 
ners over his forehead and eyes, 
and the front cock at one fide. 

He wears his hair queued be- 
hind, and drefled with a fingle 
buckle on each fide. From their 
being very carelefly put up and 
unequally powdered, we may 
naturally conclude, that the fri- 
feur has been greatly hurried in 
the execution of his office. 

He ufes a very large gold fnuft 
box, the lid ornamented with di- 
amonds, and takes an immode- 
rate quantity of Spanifh {nuff, 
the marks of which very often 
appear on his waiftcoat and 
breeches. ‘Thefe are alfo liable 
to be foiled by the paws of two 
or three Italian gyeyhounds, 
which he often careffes. 

He drefles as he gets up in the 
morning. ‘This takes up buta 
few minutes, and ferves for the 
whole day. You have often 
heard that the king cf Pruffia’s 
hours, from four or five in the 
morning till ten at night, are all 
dedicated methodically to parti- 
cular occupations, either of bu- 
finefs or amafement. This is 
certainly true, and the arrange- 
ment has not fuftered fuch an 
interruption for many years, as 
fince the prefent company came 
to Potfdam. 

All butinefs with the King is 
tranfaéted by letters, Every 
petition or propofal mult be made 
in this form, which is adhered 
to fo invariably, as | have been 
affured, that if any of his generals 
withes to promote a cadet to 
the rank of an enlign, he would 
not venture to make his propo- 
fal in any other manner, “y 

rouge 
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though he had daily opportunities 
of converfing with his Majefty. 

The meaneft of his fubjects 
ny apply to him in writing, 
and are fure of an anfwer, His 
firft bufinefs every morning is the 
perufal of the papers addrefled 
to him, A fingle word wrote 
with his pencil in the margin in- 
dicates the anfwer to be given, 
which is afterwards to be made 
out in form by his fecretaries. 
This method affords the king 
time to deliberate on the juftice 
and propriety of every demand, 
and prevents the poffibility of 
his being furprized into a pro- 
mife, which it might be incon- 
venient to perform. 

He fits down to dinner pre- 
cifely at noon. Of late he al- 
lows more time to this repatt 
than formerly. It is generally 
after three before he leaves the 
company, Eight or nine of his 
officers are commonly invited to 
dine with him. 

At table, the king likes that 
every perfon fhould appear to 
be on a footing, and that the 
converfation fhould be carried on 
with perfect freedom The thing, 
by the way, is impoffible. That 
confidential unreftrained flow of 
the heart, which takes place in 
a fociety of equals, is a pleafure 
which a defpotic prince can ne- 
ver take, Moaecet, his Ma- 
jefty defires that it may be fo, 
and they make the bett of it they 
can. 

Ic is abfolutely impoffible for 
any man to enjoy an office in 
the king of Pruffia’s fervice with- 
Out performing the duty of it. 
He is: himielf active.and affidu- 
ous, and he makes it a point that 
all his minifters and fervants fhall 
be fo too. But to thofe who 
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know their bufinefs, and perform 
it exactly, he is an eafy and equi- 
table mafter. 





Thoughts upon the Enfranchife- 
ment of the Negroes. 


T cafts a fhade upon the face 
of this country that fome of 
thofe who cultivate her foil are 
flaves: Slaves, not to Britain, but 
to men who are themfelves free, 
1 know that many thiogs are faid 
to juftify or palliate the circum- 
{tance ; for it is with great re- 
luctance that men admit the truth 
in cafes where their intereft is in 
quettion. Some time ago it was 
told me by a Calvinift, and, to 
my aftonifhment a man of un- 
derftanding above the common 
level, that as fome had been 
predeftined to pain and mifery in 
the future world, fo likewife fome 
were fore-ordained to wretched- 
nefs and flavery in the prefent 
{tate, 

i have met with others not fo 
deeply read in cafuiftry, who 
have apologized by faying, that 
the flaves of their families were 
not in a worfe fituation as to 
food and clothing than their imat- 
ters, Yes; but they are in a 
worfe fituation as to liberty, 
which is (a phrafe common in our 
eats every day) a moft invaluable 
bleffing. 

Some have been fo grofly ftu- 
pidas to affign the colour asa mark 
for fervitude, ‘This, if it coud 
prove any thing would prove too 
much, It would eftablith it, thar 
all complexions but the faireft 
fhould be, in fome degree de- 
prived of liberty. “hat all black 
perfons fhould be flaves, fays 
Montefquieu, is as a 

that 
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that law of a certain country, 
that all red-haired perfons fhould 
be hanged. 

But not to dwell on thefe things, 
it remains to be confidered in 
what manner it miy be poffible 
to enfranchife thefe people. Shall 
they be fet immediately at liber- 
ty amongft ourfelves? No; ‘or 
miv part 1 am tor the plan to co- 
lomze them in the words of 
the angel to Abraham, it is my 
vt’, ** Caft out the bond wo- 
ma, and her fon.’’ 

t was thus that Phalantus the 
Lacedemonian led out the young 
progeny, tue fons of the flaves 
admitted to their miftrefs beds 
by his advice, while their huf- 
bands were a long time abfent 
at the fiege of Meflina, and were 
appreheniive that the repubiic 
would become extinét from a 
want of a fupply of new inhabi- 
tants. ‘hus would 1 have thefe 


black people led out bY fome 


generous mind, and colonized, 
e rhaps beyond the Ohio, or the 

liiifippi river, in that country 
forfeited by the native indians, in 
confequence of their hoftilities 
againit us. 


Account of the Conjftitution of 


Conneticut. 


ONNECTICUT is divid- 

ed into fix counties, and each 
County is divided into a number 
of towns Each town has a 
right to fend two repretentatives 
to the general court or aflembly. 
lhe general cou t confifts of two 
branches called the upper and 
lower houfe. The upper houfe 
is compofed of the governor, de- 
Piuty-povernor, and twelve af 
hitanis or counfellors, and the 


Conflitution of Conneficut, 


lower boufe of the reprefenta- 
tives of the feveral towas. hig 
court has the fole power to make 
and repeal laws, grant levies, 
difpofe of lands belonging to the 
{tate to particular towns and 
perfons; to ereét end ftile judi- 
catories and officers, as they fhall 
fee neceflary for the good gos 
vernment of the people, and aifo 
to call to accountany court, ma- 
giltrate, or other officer for any 
mifdemeanor or mal adminiftra- 
tion, and for juft ciufe may 
fine, difplace, or remove them, 
or deal otherwife, as the nature 
of the cafefhall require; and deal 
or a€t in any other matter that 
concerns the good of the ftate, 
except the election of governor, 
deputy-governor, affiitants, trea- 
furer, and fecretary, which fhall 
be done by the freemen at the 
yearly court of el. ction, unlefs 
there be any vacancy by reaton 
of death or otherwife after the 
ele€tion, which may be filled up 
by the general court, This court 
has power alfo, for reafons fatis- 
factory to them, to grant fuf- 
penfion, releafe, and jail delivery 
upon reprieve, in capital and 
criminal cafes. Mhe general court 
has two ftated feffions ai nually, 
on the fecond ‘I hurfdays ot May 
and Oétober. 

The governor, or in his ab- 
fence, the deputy governor. may 
call the aflemb'y on fpecial emer- 
gencies to meet at any other time, 

| he governor, deputy-governor, 
affiftants, and fecretary are an- 
nually elected on the ‘econd 
Uhurfday in May. ‘The repre- 
fentatives are newly chofen tor 
each {tated feffion, ‘Vhe judges 
and jultices are annually appoint- 
ed by the general court ;_ the 
fame perfons are commonly re- 

appointed 








appointed from time to time 
during their capacity to ferve, 
unlefs guilty of mifbchaviour, 
The theriffs are appointed by 
the governor and council, with- 
out limitation of time, but may 
be fuperfeded by the authority 
that appoints them. ‘The go- 
vernor for the time being is cap- 
tain general of the militia; the 
deputy - governor, lieutenant -ge- 
neral ; the other general « fliers 
and the field officers are appoint- 
ed by the general court, and 
commiffioned by the governor. 
The captainsand fubalterns are 
chofen by the vote of the com- 
pany and houfholders living 
within the limits of the com- 

any; the perfon fo chofen muft 
be approved bythe general court, 
and comm fioned by the gover- 
nor, before they have power 
to execute their offices. All 
the military officers hold their 
offices during the pleafure of the 
affembly, nor can they refign 
their commiffions without leave 
of the captain-general, under 
penalty of doing duty in the 
ranks as private foldiers. 

The mode of electing the go- 
vernor, de puty-governor, af- 
fiftants, treafurer, and fecretary 
is, that the freemen in the fe- 
veral towns meet on the Mon- 
day next after the firft T'uefday 
in April annually (being the 
day appointed by law for that 
purpofe, and chooling repre- 
fentatives) and give 1n their votes 
for the perions they choofe for 
faid offices refpectively, with 
their names written on a piece 
of paper, which votes are re- 
ceived and fealed up by a con- 
ftable in the freemen’s meeting, 
the votes for each of laid offices 
in a diffcrent paper, writing on 
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the outfide the name of the 
town, and the office for which 
the votes are given in, which 
are fent by the reprefentatives 
to the general court, tobe held 
on the fecond Thurfday of May 
next enfuing; at which time, 
atter the houle of reprefentatives 
have chofen a fpeaker and clerk, 
a committee is chofen of mem« 
bers of both houfes to fort and 
count the votes, and declare the 
names of the perfons chofen to 
faid offices. Any freeman qua- 
lified to vote for reprefentatives, 
&c. may be elected tu any of- 
fice in the government. In choof- 
ing affiftants twenty perfons are 
nominated by the votes of the 
freemen, given in at their mcete- 
ing for choofing reprefentatives 
in September annually, and feal- 
ed up and ient to the general 
court in October then next, 
which are counted by a com- 
mittee of both houfes, and the 
twenty perfons who have the 
greatett number of votes ftand 
in nomination, out of which 
number twelve are to be chofea 
afiltants by the freemen, the 
next April, in manner afore de- 
{cribed. 

The qual.fications requifite 
to entitle a perfon to vote in 
election of the officers of go- 
vernment.are, maturity in years, 
quiet and peaceable behavidur, 
a civil converfation, and forty 
fhillings freehold,or tortypounds 
perfonal eftate ; if the felectmen 
of the town certify a perfon qua~- 
lified in thofe retpects, he is ad- 
mitted a freeman, on his taking 
an cath of fidelity to the ftate. 

The names of all that are 
thus admitted, are inrolled in 
the town-clerk’s office, and cone 
tinue freemen during life, uniefs 

disfranchifed 
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disfranchifed by a fentence of 
the fuperior court on conviction 
of a mifdemeanour, 

The governor in the upper 
houfe and the fpeaker in the 
lower houfe of affembly, have 
a cafting voice when the other 
members are equally divided in 
opinion on any queftion. 

There is in this ftate a fupe- 
rior courtconfifting of one chief 
judge and four other judges, 
which has authority in all cri- 
minal cafes, extending to life, 
limb, and banifhment, and to 
hear and determine all civil ac- 
tions brought by appeal from 
the county courts, or on writs 
of error. This court alfo hath 
authority in all matters of di- 
vorce. There are two ftated 
fefflions of the fuperior court in 
each county annually. 

There are alfo county courts 
held in the feveral counties, 
confifting of one judge and four 
juftices of the quorum, who have 
jurifdition in ail criminal cafes 
arifing within their re{pective 
counties, where the punifhment 
does not extend to life, limb, or 
banifhment, The county courts 
alfo have original jurifdiction in 
all civil actions wherein the de- 
mand exceeds forty fhillings. 

The fuperior and count; 
courts try matters of fact by a 
jury, according to the courfe of 
the common law. 

Juftices of the peace have au- 
thority to hear and determine 
civil actions where the demand 
does not exceed forty fhillings. 
‘They alfo have authority in fome 
cales of a criminal nature, pu- 
nifhable by fine not exceeding 
forty fhillings, or whipping not 
exceeding ten ftripes, or fitting 
in the ftocks. 


Maxims, 


This ftate is alfo divided into 
a number of probate diftri&s 
lefs than counties; in each of 
which is appointed a judge for 
the probate of wills, granting 
adminiftration on_ inteftate e- 
{tates, appointing guardians for 
minors, ordering diftribution of 
inteftate eftates, &c. An appeal 
lies from any decree of this 
court to the fuperior court. 

The fuperior, county, and 
probate courts appoint their re- 
{pective clerks, 

The general court has till very 
latcly been the only court of 
chancery in this ftate; by a late 
temporary law,the county courts 
determine matters of equity from 
five pounds to one hundred 
pounds value; the fuperior court 
from one hundred to four hun- 
dred pounds value; and the ge- 
neral court all cafes exceeding 
tour hundred pounds value, 

All attornies at law are ad- 
mitted and {worn by the coun- 
ty courts; there is no attorney 
general, but there ufed to be 
one king’s attorney in each 
county, but fince the king has 
abdicated the government, they 
are now attornies to the gover- 
nor and company. 





Maxims, 


IRTUE only qualifies us 
for liberty---enables us to 
underftand its juft value, and 
difpofes us to its proper ule. , 
Virtue alone fixes in us the de- 
fire of liberty---arms us againft 
each compliance that will en- 
danger it, and puts us on the 
conduct that muft preferve it. 
It is more neceflary to ftudy 
men than books. 
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The following ORATION, upon 
the Charaéter of a true Hero, 
deliwered at the late commence- 

* ment, held in the Coliege of 
New -Ferfey, by Richard J, 
Stockton, (a Youth of 16) we 
hope will not be unacceptable to 
our readers. 


HERE was a time when the 

praifes of {cience were the fa- 
vourite fubjects of academical ora- 
tions: But that time, alas! i3 now 
no more. It is now upwards of 
four years, fince we have been 
called to witnefs all the calami- 
tics of acivil war, The peace- 
ful hufbandman has been cbliged 
to exchange his fpade for a muf- 
ket, and his plough-fhare for a 
{word; the mechanic has ex- 
changed his fhop for the camp; 
the lawyer has exchanged the bar 
for the trench; and even the 
{cholar has forfaken the wa!ks of. 
academical lore, and, before he 
was inftruéted in the firft ele- 
ments of feience, has been oblig- 
ed to learn the dreadful art of 
deftroying his fellow-creatuses, 
to fecure to himfelf the peace- 
able enjoyments of the bleflings 
of life. 

In order to accommodate my 
fubject to the prefent times, | 
have chofen as the topic of my 
()ration, the charaéler of a trug 
Hero. And here I would pre- 
mile, that by a Hero | do not 
fimply mean a great military 
character: A man may be a ge- 
neral without the leaft particle of 
heroifm in his nature; and en 
the other hand a man may be a 
hero without the talents of a 
confummate general. Cafar and 
Marlborough were both great 
generals, but neither of them de- 


ferved the praifea of a bere, The 


one fought only for empire, and 
the other for fame. ‘lhe depra- 
vity of man has rendered war 
neceflary, in fome cafes, to curb 
the ambition of princes, to fix 
the boundaries of countries, and 
to eftablifh peace and the rights 
of mankind upon a permanent 
foundation. Ihe firft part, there- 
fore, of a hero’s duty confifts in 
drawing his fword in defence of 
his native country. But before 
he does this, he examines whe- 
ther its claims are juft, and his 
zeal in defending the foil that gave 
him birth, rifes in proportion to 
the injuries which threaten it. It 
is not neceflary for the true hero 
to have his eyes always fixed up- 
on the roof under which he drew 
his firft breath; or to be always 
furrounded with his friends, to 
awaken him to a fenfe of his du- 
ty. Ue confiders every fubject 
of the fame laws and conftituti- 
on with himfelf as a brother, and 
feels his attachment to his coun- 
try undiminifhed by his diftance 
from it. it was this devout af- 
feétion for his native country that 
animated the sllu/?rious: Wolfe, in 
his expedition to Quebec, in the 
clofe of the laft war. ‘The dif- 
tance of 3000 miles did notdamp 
the ardor of his heroic foul, or 
leflen his affeétion for the great 
national family, of which he felt 
himfelf to be a member. ‘The 
clory of England (for England 
then had glory) roufed every fa- 
culty of his mind, and ded him 
on ttep by ftep, through all the 
difficulties and hardfhips of a 
dangerous voyage and laborious 
march, til he reached the plains 
of Abrabam, where he expired a 
martyr to his patriotifm in ihe 

arms of victory, 
2. in order to conftitute a 
4D compleat 
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compleat character, it is necefla- 
rv the Hero fhould draw his fword 
in defence of Liberty. An at- 
tachment to one’s native coun- 
try is the effect of an inferior 
kind of inftin&, and has been 
found in many ignoble minds, 
but the love of liberty is the re- 
fult of higher feelings, and can 
only exift in minds that have been 
refined by virtue or education, 
Hence we find the laurels that 
have been acquired in defence of 
liberty take the deepeft root, and 
flourifh longeftin every country. 
What are the glories of a Marl- 
borough compared with the hum- 
ble honours of a Hampden ? 
What are whole armies i -cap- 
tivity, or even all Europe fuing 
for peace to the victorious arms 
of the former, compared with 
the praifes and bleflings which 
have crowned ‘the latter, from 
the numerons friends of liberty 
in every part of the world? It 
is liberty alone that can fanctify 
all the blood ad. treafure that 
have been expended in the pre- 
fent war, We did not contend 
againft the paltry tax of: three 
pence upon every pound of tea : 
it was the arbitrary ‘edict ythat 
connected this tax with the power 
of governing us againft our ‘con- 
fent, that roufed us to arms; and 
it is this that has filled our coun- 
try with as many heroes as there 
are foldiers amongft us. Fain 
would | pafs from battalion to 
battalion through our army, and 
from county to county through 
our ftates, and celebrate the 


— of ‘every hero in both. 
‘ot a farmer’s fon, whether he 


commands a regiment or a com- 
any, or only blows the fife or 
eats the drum, (for in the ar- 
mies of heroes andin a ftruggle 
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for liberty, there are no infignis 
ficant or obfcure charaéters) not 
one of thefe, I fay, fhould efcape 
without a tribute of gratitude and 
honour from my tongue. But 
the fubject wodld be too copious 
for the day: 4 muft therefore 
refign them for the prefent to 
the bards and hiftorians of future 
times to do juftice to the memo- 
ries of the dead, and the merits 
of the living, But if it be me- 
ritorious to fight for the liberty 
of a native country, what thall 
we fay of thofe gallant heroes, 
who forgetting the prefevence 
of a native foil, launch out as 
volunteers of liberty in a foreign 
country? Such was that gallant 
French nobleman, the ‘Alco 
of Fayette; behold him tearing 
himfelf from the arms of an ac- 
complifhed wife and a_prattling 
boy. See him bid adieu to the 
pleafures of a court, and flying 
on the wings of the wind acrofs 
the ocean, to have his name en- 
rolled among the worthies of A- 
merica.. _Unconnected with us 
by religion and manners as_ well 
as country, it was enough for 
him that liberty was in diftrefs. 
See him court the poft of dan- 
ger at the battle of Brandywine ; 

e mingles with the contending 
throng, until forced from his rank 
by a mufket-ball; he is dragged 
elgctamly from the field. Gal 
lant hero! enjoy the honcur of 
thy wound ; ‘t is a mark fet up- 
on thee by the guardian angel of 
the liberties of America: It thall 
preferve thee hereafter, and ren- 
der thy name coeval with liber- 
ty itfelf, 

But if fo much praife is due 
to the hero who fights in defence 
of the liberty of a foreign coun- 
try, what fhall we fay to the 

9 merit 
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merit of that man, who fuffers 
his affection for liberty fo far to 
fubdue his attachment to his na- 
tive country, as to draw his 
fword againft it, when that coun- 
try becomes the enemy of the 
rights of mankind? Yes, illuftri- 
ous Gates! it was to no purpofe 
that thou waft born and edu- 
cated in England! [t was in vain 
that the ties of blood and ancient 
friendfhips pleaded with thee to 
be a fpectator of the prefent 
ftruggle for liberty. Infpired by 
a fuperlative love for liberty, he 
forgot them all. See him renew 
his acquaintance with his Britifh 
fword! He wipes, the ruft from 
it, and wets it with a tear, (for 
heroes never diveft themfelves 
of the gentlenefs of their natures) 
He laments the neceffity of em- 
ploying it againft thofe very men 
by whom he was taught to ufe 
it, But the tyranny of Britain 
has diffolved all connection with 
them, and the noble caufe of 
liberty has united him with anew 
band of brethren. One while he 
is employed in training our far- 
mers and mechanics to arms; 
again he is fent to {top the pro- 
grefs of the enemy at Uiconde- 
roga. ‘Ihe name of Gates, and 
the ftrength and order of his 
works, faved our country in the 
clofe of the year 1776, when an 
invafion from Canada, joined with 
the fad cataftrophes that befel us 
in the other parts of this coun- 
try, might have proved fatal to 
the liberties of America. But 
what fhall we fay of the glories 
of the fucceeding campaign, when 
a whole army capitulated tohim? 
Can the world afford a higher 
pleafure to a hero than to fet 
down with a captive general and 
commander in chief, But our 





illuftrious hero refufes to feaft on 
the glories of his conqueft, He 
fympathifes with his prifoners, 
and endeavoures to make them 
forget their fituation, by remind- 
ing them. of times when they 
fought by ea:h others fides. He 
eftimates his fuccefs only by the 
effects it will have in eftablifhing 
the liberty and independence of, 
America: And he chearfully fa- 
crifices all the laurels he has ac- 
quired by the {kill of his difpofi- 
tions, and the obftinate bravery 
of his battles, as peace-offerings 
at the temple of virtue and li- 
berty, Pardon this digreffion 
from my fubject. 1 now return, 
and add, 

in the 3d place, That it is ef- 
fential to the true hero, that he 
poffefs. the virtues of humanity, 
patience, and perfeverance. ‘I his 
humanity will be neceflary in a- 
bating the rigour of military pu- 
nifhments among his own foldi- 
ers, as well as in his conduct 
towards his enemies. ‘The mo- 
ment an enemy lays down his 
arms, he becomes his friend, he 
binds up the wounds ‘he has in- 
flicted, and inftead of configning 
him to unwholefome prifons and 
crouded fhips, he alleviates the 
mortification .of his captivity, 
by every poffible act of politenefs 
and generofity that is confiftent 
with the fafety of, his country. 
Such was the behaviour of the 
gallant general /Vayne, after the 
furrender of the garrifon at Sto- 
ney-Point, By the laws of war, 
as well as by the principles of 
retaliation, the general had a 


right to put every man in the 
> tla 

fort to death. But the inftant 

the cry of mercy reached his ears, 

he forgot the maflacre at. the Pa- 

oli, he ordered the bayonet to 

be 
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be Jaid afide, and gave life to 
every man tat afked it, Oh, 
intrepid hero! enjoy the triumphs 
of thy midnight enterprize. Ihe 
heroes of future ages fhall efteem 
their exploits as brave and finifh- 
ed in proportion as they refem- 
ble thine.- But forgive the feel- 
ings of an orator more impref- 
fed with philofophical than mili- 
tary ideas, when | fay that I ad- 
mire amd love thee lefs for thy 
fkill and bravery in ftorming the 
fort at Stoney-Point, than | do 
thy fingular humanity and meg- 
nanimity in giving life to thofe 
very men who had forfcited eve- 
ry claim to thy humanity, and 
the infulted clemency of thy 
country. 

Patience and perfeverance are 
no lefs neceflary than humanity, 
to torm a heroic military cha- 
raéter. ‘The hardfhips of war 
require a foul of fteel to encoun- 
ter them. ‘lhe true hero muft 
learn to fubdue his paffions, and 
when he finds he cannot govern 
circumftances, be mutt learn to 
be governed by them, He mutt 
be ftoick enough to aét as if cold, 
hunger, fatigue, and watching 
were no evils, when they come 
in competition with the good of 
his country. He muft bear with 
patience the fufpicions and cla- 
mours of the world, refpectin 
the iflue of his plans, and truf 
to time and pofterity to do juf- 
tice to his a€tions. In a word, 
he muft love virtue and libert 
more than glory, and he mutt 
fear flavery more than death. He 
muf* be willing todo every thing, 
and fuffer every thing, and (what 
perhaps toa true hero is a more 
difheult tafk than both) he muft 
be willing to be accounted as no- 
thing, and fink mto obfeurity, or 
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even to fuffer reproach without 
complaining, provided he can 
eftablifh the freedom or enlarge 
the happinefs of his country b 
his fufferings, by his obfcurity, 
or by his reproaches. Who has 
not anticipated me in afcribing all 
the great qualities | have menti- 
oned to the illuftrious command- 
er in chief of the American army ? 
Oh! for the eloquence of Cicero 
to celebrate the praifes: of our 
greater American Pompey! Who 
can doubt his virtue, his patri- 
otifm, and his aftcction for li- 
berty, that reflects upon what he 
has done, and fuffered for his 
beloved country ? Who can for- 
get the melancholy winter of 
1776? An army reduced by fick- 
nefs and difbanded, a whole ftate 
nearly fubdued, and a panick 
fpreading far and wide through 
every part of the continent, in 
this critical fituation of our af- 
fairs, WASHINGT ON was alive, 
and like fome huge promontory 
that raifes its head above the 
{welling billows, ftood unmoved 
at the complicated difafters that 
befel his country. Unmoved, 
did I fay? I retraét the word, 
he grew big with the impending 
danger; he met the ftorm; he 
rallied the ftrength of the conti- 
nent, and called its departing 
fpirit back to life again. See him 
colleéting the fragments of a 
half naked army, with afew raw 
militia, croffing a half frozen 
river, and marching on a bleak 
and {nowy night, to attack one 
of the ftronge {ts of the ene- 
my, on the banks of the Dela- 
ware. ‘Lhe fuccefs of this en- 
terprize is well known to us all, 
and we, this day, feel the good 
effects of it. It was this that 
turned the tide of our affairs. 
From 


» 





From the victory of ‘Trenton we 
may date the kindling of a mili- 
tary {pirit in our country, andy 
our fucceffes afterwards were the 
confequences of this fpirit, dif- 
tributed through the continent. 

But in our encomiums upon 
the hero, let us not forget the 
citizen, and the man, With an 
army and continent devoted to 
his name he has formed no 
ambitious fchemes of felf-ageran- 
difement, but languifhes above 
all things to fheath his fword, 
aud return to the bofom of con- 
jugal affection, and rural clegance 
on the banks of Potomaque. As 
to his humanity the walls of yon- 
der church can witnefs, in which 
a number of wounded Britifh fol- 
diers fled for fafety, after the 
battle on yonder plains. ‘The 
general rode up; the poor crea- 
tures no fooner faw him, but they 
fell upon their knees and begged 
their lives, ‘** Don’t be unealy, 
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my gallant fellows, faid he, you 
have fotght bravely 5 your lives 
fhall be facred, and 1 will give 
orders that you fhall want no- 
thing to make you comfortable 
in your prefent condition,”? But 
whether am I carried, for fhould 
{ give a loofe to my feelings 
upon our gallant American He- 
ro’s charaéter, my Oration 
would not ‘end with the day. 
Yes, illuftrious chief! thy early 
and difinterefted attachment to 
thy native country; thy fuper- 
lative love for liberty ; thy wif- 
dom and prudence in the cabi- 
net; thy intrepidity in the field ; 
thy unparalleled patience in ad- 
verlity, and moderation in pro- 
{perity ; thy perfeverance under 
every fpecies of difcouragement 
and difficulties, Thefe Tee fu- 
ture ages admire and celebrate, 
while I, loft in pleafing filence, 
will mufe encomiums upon them 
which | cannot pronounce. 





POETICAL ESSAYS, 


For DECEMBER, 1779: 


A DiaLocue between his Britannic’ Majefly and Mr. Fox. 


Suppofed to have paffid about the time of the approach of the com- 
7 Vina Fleets of France and Spaim to the Britifh Coafis, 
Auguft 1779: 


King. 
OOD Matter Fox, your counfel I implore, 
Still George the Third, but potent George no more. 
By North conducted to the brink of fate, 
I mourn my folly and my pride too late: 
‘The promifes he made when once we met 
In Kew’s gay fhades *, | never fhail forget, 


‘That 


* The royal gardens at Kew. 
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That at my feet the weftern world fhould fall, 
And bow to me the potent Lord of all 
Curfe on his hopes, his councils and his fchemes, 
10 His plans of conqueft and his golden dreams, 
Thefe have allur’d me to the jaws of hell,; 
By Satan tempted thus I{cariot fell: 
Divetted of majeitic pomp [ come, 
4 _ My royal robes and airs I’ve left at home. 
| 15 Speak freely, friend, whate’er you choofe to fay, 
. Suppofe me equal with yourfelf to day ; 
& How fhall | fhun the ruin that impend? 
i. How fhall | make Columbia * yet my friend? 
yr 1 dread the power of each revolted ftate, 
a 20 The convex world hangs ballanc’d with their weight. 
How fhall I dare the rage of France and Spain, 
And loft dominion o’er the waves regain? 
. Advife me quick, for doubtful while we ftand, 
Deftruction gathers o’er this wretched land: 
25 Thefe hoftile fquadrons to my ruin led, 
Thefe Gallic thunders fill my foul with dread, 
f If thefe fhould conquer---Britain thou muft fall 
And bend, a province, to the haughty Gaul, 
If this muft be---thou earth expanding wide, 
zo Unlucky George in thy dark entrails hide, 
Ye oceans, wrap me in your dark embrace, 


8 Ye mountains, ihroud me to your loweft bafe, 
a Fall on my head, ye everlafting rocks---- 
4 ii But why fo penfive, my good matter Fox ? 
Fox. 


35 While in the arms of aoe and peace you lay, 
Ambition led your reftlefs foul aftray 
Pofleft of lands extending far and wide, 
And more than Rome could boaft in all her pride; 
Yet not contented with that mighty ftore, 
40 Like a true mifer ftill you fought for more; 
And all in raptures for a tyrant’s reign, 
You ftrove your oe deareft rights to chain: 
Thofe ruffian hofts beyond the ocean fent 
By your commands on blood and murder bent, 
5 With cruel hand the form of man defac’d, 
And laid the toils of art and nature watte. 
(For crimes like thefe imperial Britain bends, 
For crimes like thefe her ancient glory ends) 
| ‘Thefe lands once trueft to your name and race, 
50 Whom the wide ocean’s utmoft waves embrace, 
Your juft protection bafely you deny’d, 
| | Theit towns yourplunder’d, and you burnt belide. , 
; Virginia’s 
| * America, fo called, by poetical liberty , from its difcoverer. 
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Virginia’s flaves without one bluth of fhame, 
Againft their lords you arm’d with {word and flame, 
At every port your fhips of war ‘you laid, 

And ftrove to ruin and diftrefs their trade. , 
Yet here, ev’n here, your mighty projects fail’d, ' 
For then from creeks their hardy feamen fail’d, 

In flender barques they crofs’d a ftormy main, ~ 
And traffick’d for the wealth of France and Spain, 
O’er either tropic and’the line they pafs’d, 

And deeply laden fafe return’d at laft: 

Nor think they had bow’d to Britain’s fway, 
Though diftant nations had not join’d the fray, 
Alone they fought your armies and your fleet, 

And made your Clintons and your Howes retreat, 
And yet while’ France ftood doubting yet to join, 
Your fhips they captur’d, and they took Burgoyne ! 
How vain is Britain’s ftrength, her armies now 
Before Columbia’s bolder veterans bow, 

Her gallant veterans all our force defpife, 

‘Though late from ruin § we beheld them rife. 
Before their arms our ftrongeft bulwarks fall, 

They ftorm the rampart and they feale the wall ; 
With equal dread, on either fervice fent, 

‘They feize a fortrefs or they ftrike a tent. 

But fhould we bow bengath a foreign yoke, 
And potent France atchieve the humbling {troke, 
Yet every power and even ourfelves muft fay, 

‘< Juft is the vengeance of the fkies to day :” 

For crimes like ours, dire vengeance mutt atone, 
Forbear your fafts, and let the fkies alone, 

By cruel kings in fierce Britannia bred, 

Such feas of blood have firft and laft been fhed, 
That now diftreft for each inhuman deed, 

Our turn has come---our turn has come to bleed: 
Forbear your groans ; for war and death array, 
March to the foe, and give the fates their way. 
Can you behold without one hearty groan, 

The fleets of France fuperior to your own? 

Can you behold without one poignant pang, 

The foreign conquefts of the brave D’ Eftaing? 
North is your friend, ‘and now deftruétion knocks, 
Still take his counfel, and regard not Fox, 


King. 


g 
Ah! fpeak not thus---your words will break my heart, 


Some fofter counfel to my ears impart, 
How can | march to meet the infulting foe, 
Who never yet. to hoftile plains did go ? 


§ The Year 1776. 
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When was I vers’d in battles or-in blood? 

1co When have I fought upon the faithlefs flood ? 
Much better cea I at my palace door 
Recline and hear the diftant cannons roar. 

Generals and admirals Britain yet can boaft, 
Some fight on'land, and fome defend the coaft ; 

305 The fame of thefe throughout the globe refounds, 

To thefe I leave the glory and the weunds ; 
Bur fince this honour for no blood atones, 
1 mutt and will be careful'of my bones. 

What pleafure to your monarch would it be, 

110 If Lords and Commons could at laft agree, 

Could North with Fox in firm-alliance ftand, 

And Burke with Sandwich thake the focial hand, 

Then fhould we bring the rebels to our feet, 

And France and Spain inglorioufly retreat, 
115 Her ancient glories to this ifle return, 

And we no more. for we Columbia mourn. 

OX. | 
- Alliance !---what !--- Your Highnefs muft be mad ; 

- Say, what alliance can with thefe be had? 

Can lambs and wolves in focial bands. ally ? 

120 When thefe prove friendly, then will North and J..., 
Alliance! no---I curfe the horrid thought ; : 
Ally with thofe their country’s ruin fought? 

Who to perdition fold their native land, 
Leagu’d with the foe, a-clofe connected band: . 

125 Ally with thefe ?---l fpeak it to your face-+- 

Alliance here is ruin and difgrace. 

Angels and devils in fuch bonds unite, 

So hell is ally’d to the realms of light : 

Let North or Germaine ftill my prayers deride, 

130’ Let turncoat Jobnfton take the courtly fide, 

Even Pitt, if living, might with thefe agree; . 

But no alliance fhall they have, with me. . 

But fince no fhame forbids your, tongue to own, 
A royal coward fills Britannia’s throne ; | 
135 Since our beft chiefs muft fight your.mad campaigns, 

- And be difgrac’d at laft by him who reigns. 

No wonder, heaven! fuch ill fuccefs. attends! 

No wonder North.and Mansfield are your friends |, 
‘Take my advice, with thefe to battle go, i 

140 ‘hele book-learned heroes may confront the foe. 
Thofe firft who led us tow’rds the brink of fate, 
Should ftill be foremoft when at Pluto’s gate ; 

~ Let them, grown defperate by our run of woes, 
Collect new fury from this hoft of foes, 
145 And ally’d with themfelves to ruin fteer, 
The juft conclufion of their mad career, 


King. 
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King. 
No comfort imthefe cruel words I find--- 
Ungrateful words to my tormented mind! 
With me alone both France and Spain contend, ) 

150 And not one nation will be called my friend ; ] 
Unpitving now the Dutchman fees me fall, I 
‘Ihe Ruffian leaves me to the haughty Gaul, | 
‘The German grown as brutifh as the Dane, 
Configns my carcafe to the jaws of Spain. 

355 Where are the hofts they promis’d me of yore, 
When rich and great they heard my thunders roar, 
While yet confefs’d the mafter of the fea, 

‘The Germans drain’d their wide domain for'me ; 
And aiding Britain with a friendly hand, i 

160 Helpt to fubdue the rebels and their land *? ; 
Ah! rebels, rebels! infolent and mad, i 
My Scottith rebels were not half fo bad F, 
‘hey foon fubmitted to fuperior fway §; 

But thefe grow ftronger as my hofts decay : 

165 What hofts have periih’d on their hoftile fhore ? 
‘They went for conqueft, but return’d no more. 
Columbia thou a friend in better times! 

Loft are to me thy pleafurable climes. 
You wifh me buried in eternal night, 

170 You curfe the day when firft 1 faw the light; 
Thy commerce vanifh’d, hoftile nations fhare, 
And thus you leave me naked, poor, and bare ; 

sat Defpis’d by thofe who fhould my caufe defend, 
And helplefs left without one pitying friend. 

175 Uhefe dire afflictions fhake my changeful throne, 
And turn my brain----a very idiot grown: 

Or all the ifles, the realms with which f part, 
Columbia fits the heavieft at my heart, 
She, fhe provokes the deepeft, heavieft figh, 

180 And makes me doubly wretched ere I die. 4 

Some dreary convents unfrequented gloom 
‘(Like Charles of Spain) had better be my doom: it 
‘There while in abfence from my crown I figh, 
The Prince of Wales thefe ills may rectify. 
185 A happier fortune may his crown await, 
He yet perhaps may fave this ftate. 
_ * Pil to my prayers, my bifhops and my beads, 
*  . And beg God’s pardon for my heinous deeds ; 
Thofe ftreams of blood, that fpilt by my command, 
igo Call out for vengeance on this guilty land, 
4 E fox. 





* The Heffians, Weldeckers, Antpachers, Ge. 
+ The Year 1745. 8 § Culloden. 





500 4 Dia'ogue. 
: Fox. 
You afk for mercy---can you cry to God, 
Who had no mercy on poor parfon Dodd *? 
No inward image of the power divine, r 
No gentle feelings warm that foul of thine, i 
195 Convents you have--.no need to look for new, | 
Your convents are the brothel and the ftew. 
One horrid aét § difgrac’d old Jeffe’s fon, i 
And that one blemifh have you hit upon: | 
- You feiz’d an Englith Quaker’s tempting wife, ian 
200 And pufh’d him off to lofe his fneaking lite ; 
Even to that coaft where freedom fent to quell, 
All in their pride the flower of Britain fell. 
But ruin’d was your fcheme, the plan was vain, 
For when were Quakers in a battle flain? 
205 As well might whales by clofing waves expire, 
Or Salamander’s periih in the fire, 
When France and Spain are thundering at your doors, 
Is this a time for kings to lodge with whores? 
In one fhort fentence take my whole advice. 
210 (It is no time to flatter and be nice) 
With all your foul for inftant peace contend, 
Thus fhall you be your country’s trueft friend. 
Peace, heavenly peace, may ftay your tottering throne, 
But wars and death and blood can profit none. 
215 To Ruffia fend, in humbleft guife array’d, 
And beg her interceffion, not ber aid : 
Withdraw your armies from th’ Americ’ fhore, 
And vex Columbia with your fleets no more, 
Vain are their conquefts, paft experience fhews, 
220 For what this hour they gain, the next they lofe, 
Implore the friendfhip of thefe injur’d ftates ; 
iT No longer ftrive againft the ftubborn fates. 
wt Since heaven has doom’d Columbia to be free, 
What is her commerce and her wealth to thee ? 
225 Since heav’n that land of promife has denied, 





a Regain by prudence what you loft by pride: 
SY Immediate ruin each delay attends, 

§ Imperial Britain fearce her coaft defends ; 

V Hibernia fees the threatning foes advance, 


. 230 And feels an ague at the thoughts of France; 
Jamaica mourns her half protected ftate, 
| Barba‘loes foon may fhare Grenada’s fate, 
And every ifle that owns your reign to day, 
May bow to-morrow to great Louis fway. 
235 Yes---while I fpeak, your empire, great before, 
Contracts its limits, and is great no more. 
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* Dr. William Dodd, whofe hiftory 1s well known. 
§ dn the cafe of Uriah. 








Extempore Invocation to Solitude. sor 


Unhappy prince! what madnefs has pofieft, 

What worfe than madne!s feiz’d thy vengeful breaft, 

When white-rob’d peace before thy portal ftood, 
240 To drive her hence, and ftain the world with blood ? 

For this deftru€tion threatens from the fkies ; 

See hoftile navies to our ruin rife; 

Our ficets inglorious {hun the foree of Spain, 

And France triumphant ftems the fubject main. 


NOTE §. 


Line 117, Alliance }---what, &c.| See his fpeech in the’ Houfe | 
of Comnpons, June 22, 1779. in anfwer to Lord Nugent. © | 


. 


Line 130. Let turncoat ‘Jobnftone, &c.] ‘The worthy Britith | 
Commiffioner, of bribing memory, who tor the fake of a few 
guineas belyed his own confcience, and fided with the majority. 

Line 136. Aad b: difgrac'd at laft by him wha reign;.)' As Gage, i 
the Howe’s, Burgoyne, &c. for not doing impofiibilities. } 

Line 182. Like Charles of Spain, &c.| Charles V.'who in 1556, | 
religning the crown to his fon Philip if. fhut himfelf up in the mo- 
naftry of St. Juft, in Spain, where he died two years after. 

Line 187. I to my prayers, my bifbops, and my beads.| This is 
not faid without foundation, as he eftablifhed the Roman Catholic i 
religion in Canada, in 1775. | tt 

Line 199. You feiz’d an Englith Quaker’s tempting wife.) ** The 
€¢ conneétion between vice and meannefs is a fit object tor fatire ; 
** but when the fatire is a fact, it cuts with the irrefiftible power 
“© of a diamond. © [f a Quaker, in defence of his juft rights, his 

. ** property, and the chaitity of his houfe, takes up a mufket, he 
** is expelled the meeting; but the prefent king of England, who j 
** feduced and took into keeping a fifter of their fociety, is reve- al 
‘** renced and fupported with repeated teftimonies, while the friend- 4 
** ly noodle from whom fhe was taken, (and who is now in this 
*¢ city) continues a drudge in the fervice of his rival, as if proud 
** of Sine cuckolded by a creature called a king.” 

American Crifis, No. 3. Printed at Philadelphia, 1777- i 
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Extempore Invocation to Solitude. 


OME, {weet celeftial folitude, 
Attendant on the humble good, 
Thou foe to jollity ; 
Direét my. wand’ring iteps thro’ life, 
Difpel vain joy, and wanton ftrife, 
And fix my thoughts on thee. 


Kent County, 
FOREIGN 











FOREIGN 


London, Auguft 30. 
- HE combined fleets of 
France and Spain appeared 


off Plymouth harbour, and con-. 


tinued in fight two days. Dur- 
ing which time they captured the 
Ardent man of war of 64 guns in 
fight Of the harbour, and we 
hear they..have taken feyeral o- 
ther veflels fince their departure. 
The confternation caufed by the 
appearance of fo. formidable a 
ficet upon our coafts may be bet- 
ter felt than defcribed. Plymoath 
and all the. neighbouring towns 
was deferted by the inhabitants; 
women. and children flying to 
the inland country for fhelter ; 
and the troops from different parts 
marching towards the coaft, ex- 
hibited fuch a {ceffe of confufion 
and diftrefs, as was indeed Ja- 
mentable to behold. 

Sept. 24. On Saturday noon, 
two gentlemen of the corporati- 
on. of Hull, arrived exprefs at 
the admiralty, with the alarming 
account, that the celebrated A- 
merican corfair, Paul Jones, had 
entered the river Humber on 
‘Tuefday laft, and chafed a veffel 
to within a mile of the pier, where 
he burnt, funk and deftroyed fix- 
teen fail of valuable veflels, which 
threw the whole town and neigh- 
bourhood into the utmoft con- 
fufion, asa very few men might 
have laid the town in afhes.. He 
had taken nine or ten colliers and 
other veffels a day or two before 
he appeared at Hull; : one of 
which, being left to the care of 
four men, her former crew rofe 
upon them, and carried the vef- 
fel into a port near Hull; and 
which men ftate the {trength of 
his fquadron as follows: 
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A‘? ' A’? RS, 


rr 


A Bofton built frigate, with | 


forty guns on onedeck. 
A French fhip (an old India. | 
man) of 44 guns, , 


I wo American frigates of 32 | 


guns each, new. 
One twenty gun ditto, 


‘Two brigantines of 18 guns, * 


"Two {mall tenders. 

Some of this fquadron con. — 
ducted the prizes they had made 
to the coaft of France, and re- 
turned te Hull attended by other 


_ Dunkirk privateers, 


On Saturday night another ex- 
prefs arrived at the Admiralt 


from Hull, which fetout at three © 


in the morning, with the further 
difagreeable intelligence, that Payl 
Jones’s fquadron, after having 
done more mifchief to the fhip- © 
ping on Firday, had fell in with — 
the Baltic fleet, and had taken 
their convoy, the Serapis man of 
war of 44 guns, and the coun- 
tefs of Scarborough, a hired vef-~ 
fel of 24 guns, [his action was 
feen by thoufands of fpedtators, 
and the laft exprefs difpatched in 
confequence of it, and feeing the 
other fhips of Jone’s fquadron 
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making havock the fleet; moft | 


of which, however had taken 
fhelter near Flamborough and 
the Head. | 

Expreffes alfo arrived on Sa- 
turday from Sundeiland, that 
Paul Jones had taken fixteen fail 
of colliers, » . | 

Jone’s fquadron left Breft the 
beginning of Auguit: His plaa 
is generally to alarm the coaft. He 
took feveial prizes on the coaft 
of Ireland, and had it in his power 
to burn Leith. Several of his 
Majefty’s fhips are difpatched in 
queft of him. 
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Charleftown, O&. 225 1779- 
SIR, . ; 
UN my laft of the 5th ultimo, 
] [had the honour of inform- 
ing Congrefs that Count D'El- 
taing was arrived off Savannah : 

Orders were immediately gi- 
ven for .aflembling the troops, 
they reached Zubly’s terry, and 
its vicinity, on the 11th, and 
feme were thrown over, the 
yath and 13th were {pent incrof- 
tung the troops and baggage, 
which was effedted, though not 
without great fatigue, from the 
want of boats, and badhets of 


the roads, through a deep twamp 


of near three miles, in which 
are many large creeks; she 
bridges over them the enemy 
had broken down. We en- 
camped on the heights of Kben- 
ezer, 23 miles|from Sayannah, 
and were there joimed ‘py the 
troops from Auguita, under 
General M‘Intoih. The 14th, 
not being ‘able to afcertain wiie- 
ther the Count had yet landed 
his troops, theugh feveral ex- 
prefles had been, fent for that 
purpofe, we remained encamp- 
ed... On the, 15th, being, ad- 
wifed. that ‘the Count had dif- 
embarked, part of his troops, 
and that he would that. night 
take poft nine miles from da- 
yannah, we moved, and en- 
camped at Cherookee-hill, nine 
miles from thetown. The 16th 
we formed a junction betore 
Savannah. After. reconnoiter- 
ing the enemy’s works, finding 
the town wel! covered, anu 
knowing their determination.to 
defend it, it was dcemed necef- 
fary to try the effects of the ar- 
tillery, From the 18th to the 
23d, we were employed inJand- 
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ing and..getting up the heavy 
ordnance and-ttores; a work of 
difficulty, from the want of pro- 
per whcels to trantpert them, 
the cannon being on {hip car- 
riages. On the evening of the 
23d, ground was broke, and on 
the 5th initant, the batteries of 
33 cannon and’ nine «mortars 
were opened on the enemy, and 
contintied with intervals, until 
the 8th, without the wifhed ef- 
fect. The period having long 


fince elapied, which the Count 


had afligned for this expedition, 
and the engineers informing him 
that.much more time muit be 


fpent, if he expected to reduce 


the garrifon. by regular ap- 
proaches,. and his longer ftay 
being impoffible, matters were 
reduced; to’ the alternative of 
railing the liege, immediately, 
and giving up all thoughts of 
conquelt, or attempting the gar- 
rifon by aflault; the latter was 
agreed on, and in the morning 
otuhe gth the attack was made: 
it proved uniucce(sful, we were 
repulfed with tome lois, 

» Whenthe Count firitarrived, 
he informed us, that. he could 
remain on fhore eight days on- 
ly; he had {pent four.times that 
number, has departure therefore 


»became indijpentible, and to 


re-umbark his. ordnance and 
figres clatmed his next attenti- 
on; this was compleated omthe 

15th, | 
‘The fame evening, having 
previoufly fent.. off . our fick, 
wounded, aud heavy baggage, 
the American troops left the 
ground, reached Zubly’s ferry 
next morning, and encamped 
that night in Carolina. The 
trench troops encamped on the 
night 
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night of the 38th, about two 
miles from Savannah ; they were 
after 24 hours to ré-embark at 
Kincaid’s landing. . at 
Our difappointment is great, 
and what adds much to our 
fenfe of itjis the lofs of a num- 


ber of brave officers and men; 
among them the late intrepid 
Count Pulafki. 

Coust D’Eftaing has un- 
doubtedly the intereft of Ame- 
rica much at heart. Thus he 
has evidenced by coming to our 
affiltance, by his conftant affif- 
tance, by his conftant attention 
during the fiege, his undertak- 
ing to reduce the enemy by af- 
fault, when he defpaired of ef- 
fecting it otherwife, and 
bravely putting himfelf at the 
head of his troops, and leading 
them to the attack: in our fer- 
vice he has freely bled; I feel 
much for him, for while he is 
juftering the diftrefles of painful 
wounds, he has to combat cha- 
grin. I hope he will be confol- 
ed by an afflurance, that, though 
he has not fucceeded according 
to his wifhes, and thofe of A- 
merica, we regard with high 
approbation his intentions to 
ferve us, and that his want of 
fuccefs will not leflen our ideas 
of his merit. 

I fhould have enclofed a lift 
of the killed and wounded in 
the laft action; but the Adju- 
tant-General, in whofe hands 
they are, though on his way, is 
not arrived in town. But fo 


far asI can remember, the whole 
amount is 170, 


Major Clarkfon will have the 


honour of delivering this; from 


his attention and affiduity in 
fervice, he has an opportunity 


of remarking each particular ; 
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This his merit has improved ;- 

and enables him to give Con- 

grefs every fatisfactory informa- 

tion. To him I beg leave to 

refer them fora minute detail, 
I have the bonour to be, &c. 


B. LINCOLN, 

Philadelphia, Fan, 1. 1779. 
The latter end of October, 
the Britifh troops evacuated 
Rhode-ifland, and Major-Ge- 
neral Gates took pofleffion of 
the town of Newport. The 
enemy left their works almoft 
entire, and a large quantity of 
wood, hay, and other forage. 
Ow the 21 of OGober, flis 
Excellency M. Gerard, mini- 
fter plenipotentiary of France, 
fet fail from the continent. Be- 
fore his departure, he received 
the moft flattering marks of el- 
teem from the Congreis, who 
requefted that he might fit for 
his piéture, which they have 
placed in the Congrefs-Cham- 
ber. He alfo received Addrel- 
fes from the Supreme Executive 
Council, the Houfe of Aflembly, 
and other public bodies expret- 
fing the greateft refpect for his 

perfon and charaéter. 
On the 17th of Nov, the Che- 
valier de la Luzerne, had a pub- 
lic audience, and delivered bis 


-credentials to Congrefs, as Mi- 


nifter Plenipotentiary from his 
Moft Chriftian Majetty. ; 
His Excy. John Jay, Efq, is 
appointed Minifter Plenipoten- 
tiary to the court of Spain. 
The fifth campaign of the 
American war is now ended; 


and the fignal fuccefs that have 
attended our arms and the arms 


of our allies in the courfe of it, 
gives us pleafing hopes of the 
war being fpeedily brought ta 


a happy conclufion, 
st VoLume, 
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